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Japan on Paper in Dresden 
A. Lange & Söhne supports SKD exhibition showcasing masterpieces by 

Japanese woodblock artists 

 

As part of the partnership with the Dresden State Art Collections (SKD), which began 

2006, A. Lange & Söhne is supporting the exhibition “Japan on Paper in Dresden. 

Utamaro, Hokusai, Hiroshige and the Graphic Arts of Modernism” at the Kupferstich-

Kabinett (Collection of Prints, Drawings and Photographs). Held under the patronage of 

the Embassy of Japan, the exhibition introduces visitors to the world of Japanese 

woodblock prints and illustrates how they have had a lasting influence on the 

international art world of the modern era. 

 

 

Katsushika Hokusai, series: Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji, print: Fine Wind, Clear Morning (also known as Red Fuji), c. 

1831, colour woodblock print, © Kupferstich-Kabinett, SKD, Inv. A 1898-402, photo: Ryo Akama 

 

Japanese art has been part of the Kupferstich-Kabinett in Dresden since the time of Elector 

Augustus the Strong of Saxony. The exhibition “Japan on Paper in Dresden. Utamaro, Hokusai, 

Hiroshige and the Graphic Arts of Modernism”, running from 26 June to 20 September 2026, 

presents selected works from a collection comprising over 10,000 items, some of which have 
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never been exhibited before. Iconic works by the most famous 18th- and 19th-century 

woodblock print artists, including Kitagawa Utamaro, Katsushika Hokusai and Utagawa 

Hiroshige, are on display. 

 

Around 1900, Dresden became one of the first German centres of 'Japonism'. Expanding the 

museum’s collection of international modern art, particularly Japanese works, was a key priority 

at the time. The approximately 300 Japanese woodblock prints and books acquired during this 

period constitute its most notable collection. 

 

    
Toyohara Kunichika, Series: Four Seasons of Jōruri, performed at the Ichimuraza Theatre in Edo, from left to right: Spring, Summer, 

Autumn and Winter, 1862, colour woodblock prints, © Kupferstich-Kabinett, SKD, photos: Ryo Akama 

 

The origins of the former 'collection of models' at the Royal Saxon School of Applied Arts also 

date back to this period, when it provided study materials for the training programme. Following 

the Second World War, the Kupferstich-Kabinett acquired most of this extensive collection. 

Japanese prints now constitute the largest part of the 

Japanese art collection held there. 

Visitors to the exhibition are invited to explore the works 

alongside around 40 pieces by artists including Henri de 

Toulouse-Lautrec, Edvard Munch, James McNeill Whistler, 

Mary Cassatt and Emil Orlik. 

  
“The exhibition brings together outstanding Japanese 

woodblock prints with works of modern art. It highlights just 

how closely art is connected across national and cultural 

boundaries. At the same time, it becomes clear just how 

strongly Japanese influences have shaped international 

modernism. We owe our ability to convey this perspective to 

a wide audience in part to the support of our partner, A. 

Lange & Söhne. I am extremely grateful for their long-

standing loyalty and their commitment to the SKD, which 

now spans more than 20 years,” said SKD Director General 

Dr Bernd Ebert. 

 

Kitagawa Utamaro I: Series: Model Young 
Woman Woven in the Mist (Kasumi-ori Musume 
Hinagata), print: Reed Blind, c. 1795, colour 
woodblock print, © Kupferstich-Kabinett, SKD, 
Inv. A 1897-562,  
photo: Ryo Akama 
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“Admiration for Japanese art has endured since the time of Augustus the Strong,” says Wilhelm 

Schmid, CEO of A. Lange & Söhne. “Its distinctive aesthetic, colour palette, attention to detail 

and high artistic standards are recognised worldwide and have influenced artistic movements 

across national borders. The craftsmanship of our manufacture has also been highly valued in 

Japan for many years. We are therefore delighted to be able to further promote an 

understanding of Japanese art and cultural exchange between the two countries by supporting 

this exhibition.” 

 

 

***** 

 
 
 
 
About A. Lange & Söhne  
Dresden watchmaker Ferdinand Adolph Lange laid the foundations for Saxony’s precision watchmaking industry when 
he established his manufacture in 1845. His precious pocket watches remain highly coveted among collectors all over 
the world. The company was expropriated after World War II, and the name A. Lange & Söhne nearly vanished. In 
1990, Ferdinand Adolph Lange’s great-grandson, Walter Lange, had the courage to relaunch the brand. Today, Lange 
crafts only a few thousand wristwatches per year, predominantly in gold or platinum. They are equipped exclusively with 
movements made in-house that are elaborately finished and assembled by hand. With 77 manufacture calibres devel-
oped since 1990, A. Lange & Söhne has secured a top-tier position in the world of watchmaking. Its greatest achieve-
ments include the LANGE 1, the first regularly produced wristwatch with an outsize date, and the ZEITWERK, with its 
precisely jumping numerals. Extraordinary complications such as the ZEITWERK MINUTE REPEATER, the 
DATOGRAPH PERPETUAL TOURBILLON and the TRIPLE SPLIT represent what the manufacture always strives for: 
to drive the traditional art of watchmaking to ever-new heights. Launched in 2019, the sporty-elegant ODYSSEUS in 
stainless steel marked the beginning of a new chapter for the manufacture. 
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